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SUMMER BIRDS OF CUMBERLAND GAP
NATIONAL HISTORICAL PARK
Wayne H. Davis, Charles K. Smith, Jarvis E. Hudson and Greg Shields

Cumberland Gap National Historical Park consists of 20,000 acres in
Kentucky, Virginia and Tennessee. Elevations range from 1100' to 3500'.

Most of the Park is wilderness, accessible only by hiking trails. A road,
passible by four wheel drive vehicle, leads to the edge of the Park at 3200'.
Large areas of the Park lie above 3000', high enough to support a
northern fauna. Because of its difficult access few naturalists have visited

the area, and the only published reports are those of Croft (1969a,b) who
listed several northern birds. In 1977 the National Park Service contracted

with the University of Kentucky for a survey of the vertebrates of the
Park. We studied the resident birds of the Park during the nesting seasons
of 1978 and 1979. We hiked all the 40 miles of trails in the Park counting
all adult birds seen or heard. This was done during the last week of May
and during June to avoid most migrants. We have also compiled notes
taken while working with the other vertebrate groups and the notes made
by Roger W. Barbour and James Schafer. We camped at the Wilderness
Road Area Campground and at the Environmental Center.
Most of the Park consists of hardwood forest. Stands of pine occur on
some of the ridges and drier slopes. Cleared areas include the Visitor
Center, The Environmental Center, Sugar Run Picnic Area and Hensley
Settlement. At Hensley Settlement about 75 acres are maintained as
pasture and primitive farm by the Park Service for historical purposes.
The much larger areas of this high plateau that have been cleared for

grazing are now in timber, except the White Rocks Tower, the highest
point in the Park at 3515'. This peak retains some grassy areas and is
covered mostly by low brush such as blackberry briars, sumac and hawthorn.
There are no lakes, reservoirs, or large streams in the Park. There is
very little swampland, none extensive enough to support marsh birds.
ANNOTATED LIST

Green Heron (Butorides virescens). James Schafer saw one along
Station Creek 22 June 1978.

Turkey Vulture (Cathares aura). We saw these birds regularly in all
parts of the Park visited. Croft (1969b) reported seeing Turkey Vultures
on the mountain.

Black Vulture (Coragyps atratus). Croft (1969b) saw two birds at
White Rocks and another several miles down the ridge. Our only record
was two seen over Station Creek in mid-May 1979 by Roger Barbour. The
bird seems to be an irregular visitor in the Park.

Cooper's Hawk (Accipiter cooperii). We saw one near the Visitor
Center on 16 October 1977. One was seen on top of the knoll on the Honey
Tree Nature Trail, 20 June 1978. At noon on 5 June 1979 one called and
flew over the cabin at Martin's Fork at 3000'.

Red-tailed Hawk (Buteo jamaicensis). On 6 June 1979 we saw a pair
below White Rocks.
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Red-shouldered Hawk (Buteo Uneatus). Roger Barbour heard a Redshouldered Hawk near the railroad tunnel on the Kentucky side in May
1979.

Broad-winged Hawk (Buteo platypterus). This seemed to be the only
common resident hawk in the Park. Broad-wings were seen soaring at
various localities from the lowest elevations to over 3000'.

Turkey (Meleagris gallopavo). Turkeys were released in the Park in
Oct. 1973 and seem to have become established. In June of 1979 we found

feathers of Turkeys up Davis Branch and on the Woodson Gap Trail.
Mr. Chester Thomas, who works at Hensley Settlement for the Park

Service, said that a flock of a dozen lived along Shillalah Creek in the fall
of 1978 and seven survived the winter.

Ruffed Grouse (Bonasa umbellus). Grouse seemed at a population high
when we were trapping at Hensley Settlement in January 1978. We saw
them on each of the four days we went up the mountain with a high count
of six on 5 January. We were surprised that the population did not crash
but remained high through the following two summers. Nearly all those
recorded on our counts were mothers with broods. Croft (1969b) reported
several broods seen along the ridge in 1968 and 1969.
Bobwhite (Colinus virginianus). Bobwhite are Park residents only in
the vicinity of the Visitor Center. One that lived just off the Park could
be heard from the campground.
American Woodcock (Philohela minor). One was flushed beside Station
Creek below the campground on 30 April 1978. Since Mengel (1965)
reported that clutches are completed in April it seems likely that this was
a resident bird.

Mourning Dove (Zenaida macroura). Doves reside in the vicinity of the
Visitor Center and the Environmental Center. Elsewhere in the Park they

are scarce and irregular. Croft (1969b) reported one at Bailes Meadow,
3500', on 1 June 1969. We saw one at Hensley Settlement on 8 June 1978.
In the evening of 5 June 1978 a pair flew over the Martins Fork Cabin.

Yellow-billed Cuckoo (Coccyzus americanus). Croft (1969b) reported
this species as common throughout the area. We recorded one or more on

more than half of our counts. jThey seemed more common at lower

elevations but several were heard above 3000'.

Black-billed Cuckoo (Coccyzus erythropthalmus). We recorded two on
the Tri-State Trail and two on the Ridge Trail east of Chadwell Gap. One

heard at the campground on 24 June 1978 was apparently a transient
for we have no other records from several weeks at this site in two summers.

Croft (1969b) reported one at the edge of Hensley Settlement and two
others along the ridge at 3100'. Thus this species seems to be uncommon in
the Park.

Screech Owl (Otus asio). One was heard at the Environmental Center
in October and June.

Great-horned Owl (Bubo virginianus). This species probably resides
in the Park but we have no definite records. A large owl flushed along the

Ridge Trail just east of Chadwell Gap was thought to be this species.
Barred Owl (Strix varia). Barred Owls were heard calling at two
places along the western portion of the Ridge Trail during the day.
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Barred Owls were also heard calling on two afternoons in May and June
along Yellow Creek at the railroad crossing.
Chuck-will's-widow (Caprimulgus carolinensis). This species occurs in
and around the Wilderness Road Area Campground on the Virginia side
at 1300'. During 1978 two birds could be heard nightly; only one was
heard in 1979. Attempts to find the species on the Kentucky side, where
the habitat is less favorable, were unsuccessful.
Whip-poor-will (Caprimulgus v^ciferus). This species is probably
widely distributed in the Park; we;'heard one at each place we spent
nights: Martins' Fork Cabin; Environmental Center and the campground.
At the campground the Whip-poor-wjll called from moist deciduous forest,
whereas the Chuck-wills-widows were in the dry upland pines around the
campsites. Both species were heard at the same time.
Common Nighthawk (Chordeiles minor). One was heard over the
campground on 22 May 1979 and one at the same locality a few days
later. Mengel (1965) suggests that both residents and transients occur
in the state at this time.

Chimney Swift (Chaetura pelagica). Chimney Swifts can be found
regularly in small numbers throughout the Park. A pair nested in the
chimney of the Willie Gibbons house at Hensley Settlement until the
chimneys were capped in 1978.
Ruby-throated Hummingbird (Archilochus coluhris). We recorded two
at the lower elevations on the Kentucky side, and Croft (1969b) reported
one at Martin's Fork at 3000'.

Belted Kingfisher (Megaceryle alcyon). Apparently a pair lives along
station Creek. We recorded one there on 30 April 1978 and 29 May 1979.
On 10 June 1979 one flew over the campground.
Yellow-shafted Flicker (Colaptes auratous) Uncommon. One was
occasionally seen at the Visitor Center and one at the Environmental
Center. One appeared with a juvenile at the campground on 27 June 1978
and one was occasionally seen there in 1979. Our only other record was
one at Hensley Settlement on 8 June 1978.

Pileated Woodpecker (Dryocopus pileatus). This was the only
woodpecker which seemed to be common in the Park. We recorded one or
more on most of our counts and found them at all elevations and all
seasons.

Red-bellied Woodpecker (Centurus carolinns). Uncommon. A pair
resided in the woods along Yellow Creek at the Environmental Center and
we had a few other records including one at about 3000' near White Rocks.

Croft (1969b) reported finding one on the Virginia side.
Hairy Woodpecker (Dendrocopos villosus). We have only two records,
both from the high country in the eastern part of the Park. One was
recorded between Martin's Fork and Hensley Settlement in 1978 and a
pair was seen on Brush Mountain in 1979.
Downy Woodpecker (Dendrocopos puhescens). We have surprisingly
few records of this generally common species. A pair resided at the
campground in 1979. W'e have no records from the higher elevations in the
eastern portion of the Park.
Red-cockaded Woodpecker (Dendrocopos borealis). This endangered
species was reported from the Park by Dorothy McConnell who saw one
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and heard four others in a stand of pines on the White Rocks Trail 21
Oct. 1973 (Hall, 1974).

Eastern Kingbird (Tyrannus tyrannus). We are not convinced that
this species is a resident of the Park. Hudson saw one at Hensley
Settlement 8 June 1978. It was not seen again in our several visits to this
site. Our only other record is one that we found dead on the road beside
US 25E at the Visitor Center on 30 May 1979.
Great Crested Flycatcher (Myriachus crinitus). This species occurs
regularly along the ridge from the dry oak habitat in the western part
of the Park to the northern hardwood types on the higher elevations of
the eastern part. We saw a pair at a nest site in an oak snag on the
Ridge Trail between Lewis Hollow and Woodson Gap on 1 June 1979. All
our records are from the ridge except for one bird heard at the campground
on June 6 1979. This was apparently an unmated wanderer for it was not
heard again.
Eastern Phoebe (Sayornis phoebe). Found wherever there was suitable
nesting sites. Three pairs nested in the vicinity of the Environmental
Center in 1979: under a bridge, in a maintenance shed, and at the old
slaughterhouse. Other nesting sites were where the highways cross Station
Creek and Yellow Creek, the campground registration building, Indian
House Rock, Saltpeter Cave and Sand Cave. Croft (1969b) reported a pair
at Sand Cave. In both 1978 and 1979 we heard a phoebe at the switchback

at Shillalah Creek at 2400'; the nest site there is apparently the face of
a boulder.

Acadian Flycatcher

(Empidonax virescens). Regularly distributed

wherever wooded swales occur. One was recorded at an elevation above

3000' on the White Rocks Trail and one in a northern habitat along Martins
Fork at 2950'. The species was most common along Sugar Run.

Eastern Wood Pewee (Contopus virens). Uncommon. Except for one
calling at the Environmental Center on 8 June 1979, all our records are
from the ridge or the upper slopes on the Virginia side. We have records

from White Rocks Trail, Saltpeter Cave and two localities on the Ridge
Trail.

Barn Swallow (Hirundo rustica). A pair of these birds foraged
regularly over the mowed meadow below the Visitor Center. One was seen
at Hensley Settlement 8 June 1978 and a pair visited that area 5 June
1979. One was seen investigating the sheds at the maintenance area on 4

June 1979, but no nest was found. Perhaps this species does not nest in
the Park. Croft (1969b) saw one over the summit of the mountain at
3500' on 29 May 1969.
Purple Martin (Progne subisj. Croft (1969b) reported one flying
over the highest point in the Park on 13 June 1968. Hudson saw one
over the Ridge Trail between the Sugar Run Trail and Gibson Gap 16
June 1978. This species probably does not nest in the Park.
Blue Jay (Cyanocitta cristata). This is one of the more common birds
in the Park; it was recorded on nearly all our counts. Young birds just
out of the nest were seen along the Tri-state Trail 4; June 1978.

Raven (Corvus corax). This magnificent bird, reported by Mengel
(1965) as extirpated, is making a comeback in Kentucky. During 1978
we saw and heard a Raven several times at various places in the high
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country (Smith and Davis 1979). During 1979 at least three different birds
were seen. Ravens seem to range throughout the high country at least
from where Shillalah Creek leaves the Park to White Rocks. Mr. Chester

Thomas says that he has seen them at Hensley Settlement since 1972.

Common Crow (Corvus brachyrhynchos). This is one of the more
common, widespread and conspicious birds in the Park. A group of
juveniles and their parents lived in the campground during June in 1978
and 1979.

Carolina Chickadee (Parus carolinensis). One of the common birds in
the Park, the chickadee was usually found in small bands. These bands
may have included young of the year as the species nests rather early
(Mengel, 1965). Chickadees seemed to be more common at the lower
elevations.

Tufted Titmouse (Parus hicolor). This was another common bird often
found in small bands. A

few more titmice than chickadees were found

at the higher elevations, but this species also appeared to be more
common in the lowlands.

White-breasted Nuthatch (Sitta carolinensis). This bird was fairly
common on the dry oak ridges in the western part of the Park during

1978. We have only one record from the high country and a single record
for 1979.

Carolina Wren (Thryothorus ludovicianus). This species, devastated by
recent rugged winters, is scarce in the Park. Our only records were from
the lower elevations in the vicinity of Yellow Creek. One was heard at
the Visitor Center 16 Oct. 1977. Six were recorded on our count in this

area in 1978. On 10 June 1979 a nest with young was found in a metal
shed where Park Service vehicles are garaged.

Gray Catbird (Dumetella carolinensis). Several Catbirds reside along
Yellow Creek and one at the picnic area at Sugar Run. Our only other
record was a single bird heard at Hensley Settlement 4 June 1979.
Suitable habitat is restricted, but we were surprised not to find the species
in some of the brushy portions of the highest areas.

Brown Thrasher (Toxostoma rufum). Three Brown Thrashers were
seen at the Iron Furnace on 22 June 1978. A few
borders around Hensley Settlement. Our only other
silent individual seen in the deep woods along the
Chadwell Gap, a most unlikely place for a thrasher.
we were surprised not to find this species in some

reside in the brushy
record was a single
Ridge Trail east of
As with the Catbird
of the brushy areas

from Bailes Meadows to the White Rocks Tower.

Robin (Turdus migratorius). A pair each resided at the Visitor Center,
and the Wilderness Road Area Campground. Several were counted along
the Yellow Creek Trail, and one was seen flying over high above the

parking area at the Tri-state Trail 10 June 1979. Eleven Robins, including
several adults and full grown young of the year were foraging on the
lawn at the Iron Furnace 22 June 1978. We have no other summer records.

Croft (1969b) reported finding a Robin in an extensive forest on the
ridge 29 May 1969.

Wood Thrush (Hylocichla mustelina). This is one of the typical birds
of the Park, recorded on nearly every count and heard nearly every place
we visited. Breeding records include a bird incubating 45' up in a sugar
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maple on the Tri-state Trail 4 June 1978, a nest with four small young 6'
above the trail above Skylight Cave, one with four eggs 6' above the
Woodson Gap Trail, and one young just out of the nest near the Pinnacle,
all on 1 June 1979.

Veery (Catharus fuscescens). Croft (1969b) reported a Veery in a
rhododendron thicket at 3200' on 80 May 1969. This apparently is where
the trail crosses Shillalah Creek at Hensley Settlement. Previously the
species was known in summer in Kentucky only from Big Black Mountain.
A' third locality has been reported recently (Davis and Smith, 1978).
We found the Veeries at Croft's locality and at the following other
places in the Park; Sand Cave, Martins Fork, Cabin, and near mile post
9 on the Ridge Trail. All localities are in dense rhododendron thickets
along streams at elevations above 2900'. The species seems well established
in a narrow band of specific habitat. It seems to share this restricted area
with the Canada Warbler.

Eastern Bluebird (Sialia sialis). Two pairs of Bluebirds reside in the
field and old orchard behind the Bert Hensley house at Hensley Settlement.

A Bluebird was heard at the campground on 1 and 8 June 1979. The ones
at Hensley Settlement seem to be the only residents in the Park.

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher (Polioptila caerulea). Gnatcatchers occur
regularly at the lowest elevations, such as at the Environmental Center,
the campground and' Station Creek. We did not find them in the high
country.

Cedar Waxwing (Bombycilla cedrorum). We saw two waxwings along
Yellow Creek on 2 June 1978. Except for a flock of two dozen flying over
Shillalah Creek at 2400' on 5 January 1978, this is our only record for the
Park. Croft (1969b) reported one building a nest in an old apple tree at
3000' on 14 June 1968. This was apparently at Martin's Fork Cabin where
we were not able to locate the species in 1978 or 1979.

Starling (Siumus vulgaris). This introduced pest apparently does not
breed in the Park. Starlings regularly feed in the mowed meadow below
the Visitor Center, where often a dozen or more can be seen, and they

often perch in the trees along Yellptv Creek just across from the town of
Middlesboro. Flocks of up to 30 pirds were often seen flying over the
Visitor Center and Environmental' Center, especially in the evening.

Solitary Vireo

(Vireo solitarius). Fairly common at the higher

elevations, this species ranged down to lower elevations than the other
northern birds. Along Sugar Run they were found below 2000' in a cool
hollow with large hemlocks and other big trees. Perhaps more surprising
was one seen on the Woodson Gap Trail between 2200 and 2300' on 23
June 1978 and one at the Gibson Gap Primitive Campground on 24 June
1978. These localities are on south slopes and do not appear suitable for
northern species. Both sites had large deciduous trees, which seemed to
be a favored habitat type of Solitary Vireos wherever we found them.
White-eyed Vireo (Vireo griseus). This was a common bird in the
suitable habitat available along Yellow Creek and Station Creek. Our only
other record was of a pair that resided at the picnic area at Sugar Run.
We did not find this species in suitable-looking brushy areas on the
mountain. Mengel (1965) reported that it is apparently absent above 2600'
in Kentucky.
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Yellow-throated Vireo (Yireo flavifrons). Although we have several
June records, we are not convinced that this species breeds in the Park.

On 2 June 1978 there were two singing males along Yellow Creek above
the Environmental Center. We failed to find the species there on two visits
a year later. One which sang most of the day 25 June 1978 at the

campground was apparently a transient, for none was heard during the
two previous weeks. One heard there the afternoon of 10 June 1979 was
our only record for the campground that year. We have only two other
records for the Park, one of which was a bird heard in unsuitable-looking
habitat below Sand Cave 6 June 1979.

Hed-eyed Vireo (Vireo olivaceus). This is one of the typical birds of
the Park woodlands. It was common at all elevations.

Black-and-white Warbler (Mniotilta varia). This is one of the more
common forest birds, recorded on most of our counts. Considering its
weak song it may be more abundant than our counts suggest. Croft (1969b)
reported the species as numerous with young out of the nest the second
week in June in 1967 and 1968 but not in 1969 when he thought nesting
was delayed.
On 8 June 1978 we found a nest with five nearly fledged young on
the ground beside the trail near the Pinnacle and a nest with four
hatchlings and one egg in the same area. This nest was at the base of
a cliff, partially sheltered by an overhang. On 6 June and 9 June 1979 we
found young just out of the nest at localities above 3000'.
On 1 June 1979 we watched a bird sing repeatedly from a perch at
the top of a dead tree, an unusual behavior for this species.
Prothonotary Warbler (Protonotaria citrea). On the morning of 2
June 1978 a Prothonotary Warbler was singing from a treetop over Yellow
Creek at the railroad trestle just inside the Park. Daily visits to the
spot through the next week failed to locate the bird again. Apparently
he was unable to get a mate and moved on. Mengel (1965) reported that
he was unable to locate this species in southeastern Kentucky.
Swainson's Warbler (Limnothlypis swainsonii). Our only record is one
that Hudson heard up Sugar Run 16 June 1978. Suitable-looking habitat
along Yellow Creek above the Environmental Center apparently does
not harbor this species.

Worm-eating Warbler (Helmitheros vermivorus). This bird occurs in
wooded ravines and hillsides throughout the Park. It is especially common
along Sugar Run, where we located three broods of volant young 11- June

1979. The young were all quite noisy; their chipping sounds were similar
to the'song of the adult. On 26 June 1978 we found a juvenile Just out
of the nest on the White Rocks Trail.

Golden-winger Warbler (Vermivora chrysoptera). Croft (1969b) found
one 13 June 1968 and located several others 28 May — 1 June 1969. One

was apparently across Martins Fork from the cabin. The others were from
Bailes Meadow to the Tower.

We were unable to locate this species and do not think it resided
in the Park in 1978 or 1979. The area at Martins Pork and at Bailes

Meadow have grown up in forest since Croft's observation with little, if
any, habitat still suitable for this species. The White Rocks Tower,

however, looks like excellent habitat, and we were surprised not to find
golden-winged warblers on our visits to this spot.
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Parula Warbler (Parula ameHcana). One was singing in the large
hemlocks up the Sugar Run Trail on 1 June 1978. We did not locate the

species there the following year.
Yellow Warbler (Dendroica petechia). This species, abundant through
out the general area, is apparently not a resident of the< Park, although
habitat along Yellow Creek looks quite suitable to us. Our only record
was an apparently transient male seen along Yellow Creek across from
East Middlesboro on 2 June 1978.

Black-throated Blue Warbler (Dendroica caerulescens). Croft (1969b)
reported this species as common at higher eleyations. We also found it
generally distributed above 3000'. Along Shillajah Creek this bird ranges
down to 2400' where we heard two singing males in both 1978 and 1979.
Black-throated Green Warbler (Dendroica virens). Croft (1969b)
reported several from an oak woods on the Virginia side at 2500'. Our
only record from the Virginia side was one heard by Hudson on the White
Rocks Trail. We found this species to have a rather strange and irregular
distribution. In 1978 a singing male resided in the deciduous forest below
2000' where the Shillalah Creek Road goes up the mountainside. We could
not find it in 1979. In that year, however, we heard one in the big
hemlocks where Shillalah Creek crosses the trail at Hensley Settlement,
a good habitat but a site where the species had not been previously found.
Our only other records were two singing males heard at the same spot
in both years in large hemlocks up Sugar Run. Large areas of what
look like excellent habitat are not occupied.
Cerulean Warbler (Dendroica cerulea). We found cerulean warblers
only at the higher elevations on the Virginia side in large deciduous trees.

Several could be found along the White Rocks Trail, the only place this
species could be considered fairly common. We heard one at Chadwell
Gap at 3100'.

Yellow-throated Warbler (Dendroica dominica). During June 1978 we

heard this species at various sites along Yellow Creek from Fern Lake to,
US 25E. We never heard it in the same place twice and suspect that all
four-records may have been of the same bird; it may have been an unmated
wanderer. On 8 June 1979 we heard one at the Environmental Center.

Chestnut-sided Warbler (Den(^Qica pensylvanica). Our findings were
similar to those of Croft (1969b) who found this bird wherever there were
brushy areas above 2900'. We found them most common at the Tower

where several could be heard singing. The species is probably less common
on Bailes Meadow than when Croft was there because of forest succession.

We were surprised to record two singing males along the White Rocks
Trail in forest land without much underbrush.

Pine Warbler (Dendroica pinus). We do not believe that this species is
a resident of the Park. We searched several pine stands at various
times without success. Several birds heard up Sugar Run 30 April 1978
apparently were migrants. One male sang repeatedly in the tall pines
at the Wilderness Road Area Campground from 29 May through 31 May
1979. He apparently was unable to attract a mate and moved on.
Prairie Warbler (Dendroica discolor). Birds that reside just outside
the Park could be heard from the campground and from the picnic area
at Sugar Run. The only Park residents found were a pair that lived
where the trail crosses Station Creek.
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Ovenbird (Seiwrus aurocapillus). This was by far the most abundant
bird in the Park. Although all woodland areas were occupied, ovenbirds
were more abundant at the higher elevations. Optimum habitat was dense
second growth forest with ground cover of cinnamon fern. At one such
locality in Bailes Meadow four were heard singing.
Louisiana "Water Thrush (Seiurus motacilla). The Water Thrush was
found along Yellow Creek, Sugar Run and Station Creek. It is not common
in the Park.

Kentucky Warbler (Oporomis fohnosus). This species occurs through
out the Park except for the highest- elevations. In both years we found
one at 2900' on the White Rocks Trail and one at Woodson Gap on the
Kentucky side. At lower elevations the bird was rather common.

Yellowthroat (Gepthlypis trichas). A pair in the weedy area along
Station Creek may be the only Park residents of this common species.
One heard along Yellow Creek near the Visitor Center on 2 June 1978
was never found again.

Yellow-breasted Chat (Icteria virens). Chats were found at four places
in the Park: at the slaughterhouse just below the Environmental Center;
Station Creek; the mouth of Lewis Hollow; and at the Tower at 3515', the
highest point in the Park.
Hooded Warbler (Wilsonia citrina). This is one of the typical birds in
the Park, common in woodlands at all" elevations.
Canada Warbler (Wilsonia canadensis). Croft (1969b) recorded this
species from streamside rhododendron at 3000' (apparently at Martin's
Fork Cabin), the only summer record for this species in Kentucky except
for Big Black Mountain. We found the bird at Croft's site and at several

other localities. Along Shillalah Creek we found it at Hensley Settlement,
at milepost 9 below the Ridge Trail, and at the" park boundary at 2400'.
It also occurs at Sand Cave and in a few patches of rhododendron not
associated with streams. In the Park this species seems to be restricted
to thickets of rhododendron at the higher elevations.
American Redstart (Setopkaga niticilla). Hudson saw one along the
Ridge Trail near White Rocks 8 July 1978. We have two other records of

birds heard above 3000' along this trail. This species is apparently scarce
and local in the Park.

House Sparrow (Passer domesticus). This introduced pest does not
seem to be established in the Park. One or two individuals can usually be
found at the Visitor Center; these birds are sometimes seen flying to
and from Middlesboro. We have also seen a visiting bird at the Environ
mental Center.

Eastern Meadowlark (Stumella
the Park occur in the mowed area at
lived there in 1978 and two in 1979.
did not occur at Hensley Settlement

magna). The only Meadowlarks in
the Visitor Center. A group of three
We were surprised that this species
where the habitat looks ideal.

Red-winged Blackbird (Agelaius phoeniceus). This species apparently
is not a resident of the Park; our only summer records are of males

apparently seeking suitable habitat. One briefly visited the Environmental
Center 2 June 1978, a site unsuitable for redwings. On 5 June 1979 one
called from the treetops and investigated the swamp area below the Bert
Hensley house at- Hensley Settlement.
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Common Grackle (Quiscalus quiscula). Crackles are common around
the Visitor Center and along the Ridge Trail near the Pinnacle. Most
birds were seen flying over or were in treetops.
Brown-headed Cowbird (Molothms ater). Occasionally Cowbirds were
seen at various locations throughout the Park at all elevations. Mengel

(1965) reported Cowbirds as unknown in the higher Cumberland Mountains.
The species has been extending its range.
Scarlet Tanager (Piranga olivacea). This is one of the more common
birds in the Park. It occurs at all elevations but seems somewhat more

numerous at higher elevations. On 3 June 1978 we found a nest with eggs
25 feet up in a pine below the Ridge Trail near the Pinnacle.
Summer Tanager (Piranga rubra). Fairly common at the lower
elevations and on the oak-covered ridges in the western end of the Park.
Where the two tanagers occurred together this species was in the drier

more open woods; the Scarlet Tanager preferred dense moist woods. On
10 June 1979 a wandering male Summer Tanager was heard at the
campground.

Cardinal (Cardinalis cardinalis). Cardinals were common at the lower
elevations but apparently were absent above 3000'. Occasional cardinals
were heard in the deep woods, a habitat generally not favored by this
species.

Indigo Bunting (Passerina cyanea). This is one of the more abundant
birds in the Park, found at all elevations. Although generally a bird of
the brush country or small forest openings it was sometimes found in

deep forest situations. Buntings were the most common birds at Hensley
Settlement.

American Goldfinch (Spinus tristis). Uncommon. A few individuals

ranged along Yellow Creek. A single one was heard flying overhead on
Brush Mountain 9 June 1979. We were not in the Park during the nesting
season for his species.

Rufous-sided Towhee (Pipilo erythrophkalamus). This was one of the
most common and widely distributed birds in the Park, of equal abundance
at all elevations, wherever there was a break in the forest. Two nests were
found. One found on the ground beside the Brownies Pork Road near
Hensley Settlement 5 June 1978 contained three eggs. One found in an

open field near the woods edge at Hensley Settlement 8 June 1979 had
four eggs.

Grasshopper Sparrow (Ammodramus savannarum). Hudson heard one
at Hensley Settlement 8 June 1978. We failed to locate the bird again on
several visits to the site that year and next.

Bachman's Sparrow (Aimophila aestivalis). Croft (1969b) reported
hearing this species at Hensley Settlement on 30 May 1969.

Chipping Sparrow (Spizella passedina). There were two singing males
at Hensley Settlement in June 1979. There are no other records. We were
amazed that this common species did not occur in ideal-looking habitat at
the Environmental Center or the campground.

Field Sparrow (Spizella pusilla). A single individual found at Hensley
Settlement 5 June and 8 June represents our only records. We were

surprised not to find this species at a few other localities.
Song Sparrow (Melospiza melodia). This species is common along
Yellow Creek from the Park entrance to the Environmental Center. The

picnic area at Sugar Run is the only other place where we found it.
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TRAIL COUNTS

Since the National Park is an area where conditions can be expected

to remain rather stable, trail counts can be expected to reflect changes
in abundance of species rather than man's effects on the habitat. Thus
our data should be useful to future workers in measuring changes in
abundance of some of our common forest birds.

We moved at a steady rather brisk pace, recording on a check list

all birds heard or seen, and stopping; to listen each time we heard a bird
not immediately recognized. In the few instances where a section of trail
was retraced we recorded no birds except for species not recorded the
first time.

Our counts probably give a reasonable account of the territorial males
audible from the trail for several species. Weak singers, such as the
Black-and-white Warbler, are probably underrepresented as compared to
ovenbirds and vireos. Woodpeckers, which seldom call and are inconspicuous
in the forest, are underrepresented. Counts of crows and Chimney Swifts
are unreliable because of the nature of movements of these birds. Gol<3-

finches. Crackles and Starlings are also subject to irregular counts, and,
of course, nosturnal birds are not represented.
The trails for which counts are tabulated in Table 1 include:

1.

4.

Yellow Creek Trail; area about Visitor Center; road to Supt's home;
Park entrance; up Yellow Creek to Davis Branch; Environmental
Center; about 2.5 miles, 2 June 1978, 7:30-noon
Same, 30 May 1979, 8:30-noon
Tri State Trail; Ft. Foote; Ft. Farragut, 1.4 miles, 4 June 1978, 8:00
Same, 10 June 1979, 9:00
Picnic area and Sugar Run Trail, 2.5 miles, 1 June 1978, 7:30-10:00
Same, 11 June 1979, 9:00-10:45
Around the Campground; Nature Trail, Honey Tree Loop, two miles,

4a

20 June 1978, 8:30-noon
Same, 23 May 1979, 7:30-11:00

la
2.
2a
3.
3a

5.

Pinnacle Parking area, along Ridge Trail to Saltpeter Cave, 1.8 miles,

5a

3 June 1978, 8:00
Same, 1 June 1979, 3:15

6.

9.

From Picnic Area up Lewis Hollow, to Ridge Trail, to Woodson Gap
Trail, to Campground, 5.7 miles, 23 June 1978. 8:30-2:00
Same, 1 June 1979, 7:00-1:00
From mile post 9 on Ridge Trail to Campground via Gibson Gap
Trail, nine miles, 24 June 1978, 10:30-4:00
Martins Fk Cabin to mile post 9; back to Hensley Settlement; to
cabin via Brownies Fk Rd, about eight miles, 5 June 1978, 7:30-3:00
Hensley Settlement—cleared areas to woodland edge, 4 June 1979,

10.

Shillalah Cr Rd from Hensley Settlement to entrance gate, 4.5 miles,

11.

Brush Mt Rd from county line to Hensley Settlement, five miles, 9

6a

7.
8.

9:00-3:00

8 June 1979, 9:00-12:30

12.
12a

June 1979, 9:15-2:00
Ridge Trail from Chadwell Gap to Sand Cave, to White Rocks; White
Rocks Trail to Tower, six miles, 6 June 1978, 8:15-4:00
Same, 6 June 1979, 8:00-4:00
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Numbers of adult birds seen or heard along trails
Trail Number*
1

la

2

2a

3

3a

Turkey Vulture
Cooper's Hawk

4

4a

5

5a

6

6a

1

2

7

9

8

1

10

11

12 12a
7

1

3

1

2

Red-tailed Hawk

Broad-winged Hawk..

1

Ruffed Grouse
Bobwhite

4

1

Mourning Dove

3

5

Yellow-billed Cuckoo

4

2

I

3

Black-billed Cuckoo ..

1

1

1

3

1

1

1

1

1

5

1

1

1

4
2

2

1

Great-homed Owl
1

Barred Owl

Chimney Swift

5

Ruby-th Hummngbrd

1

Yel.-shafted Flicker ..

1

2

11

1

1

2
1

1

Acadian Flycatcher ..2

1

Blue Jay

2

1
4
1

3

9

7

1

1

1

4
1

3

1
1
1

1

2

4

7

1

5

4
4

7
1
4

8
3
2

6

2

1
1

1

4

4

2

4

Common Crow

3

6

1

Carolina Chickadee ....
Tufted Titmouse
Wh-br. Nuthatch
Carolina Wren

9
5
5
3
11
6
2

13
2
1

Gray Catbird

1

4

1

14
14
5

9
4
7

2

6

2

3

1
5

3

8

Wood Thrush
Veery

6

5

4

4

1

Cedar Waxwing
Starling
Solitary Vireo

2
7

30

Wh-eyedVireo

9

5

Yellow-th. Vireo

2

Red-eyed Vireo

4

2

4

2

1

3

6

1

1

2

Bl. & W. Warbler

4

Proth. Warbler

1

Worm-ea. Warbler

5

9

3

2

4

15
2

13

7

1

3
2

8

7

1

2
1
5

2

2

13

4

1

1
1

1
3

6
1

7
3

1

1
2

3

4

5

1

3
1

2
1
10
1

9

8

7
4

6
2

1

2

2

7

2

1

2

6

15
9

16
2

9
4

15
9

17
4

11
9

1
17
7

6

1

2

1

7

2

3

1

19
3
5

1

1
1
8

Black-th. Blue Warb
Black-th. Green Warb

2

1

5

8

2

3

11

13

61

75

2
2

Cerulean Warbler

1

Ch-sided Warbler
Prairie Warbler

1

Ovenbird

3

3

Ky. Warbler

3

Yellowthroat

1

Yellow-br. Chat

2

1

1

Parula Warbler

La. Waterthrush

8

4

Blue-gr. Gnatcatcher

Yellow-th. Warbler ....

3
1

2

1

Eastern Bluebird

Yellow Warbler

8

1

2

9

1

2
2

11

Brown Thrasher

7

2
1
2

3

14 15

Raven

Robin

1

2

2

1

1

2

Ea. Wood Powee

Bam Swallow

1

1

3

1

Gr. Crstd Flycatcher ..
1

4

3

1

Pileated Woodpecker
12
Red-bell. Woodpecker 3
1
Hairy Woodpecker ....
Downy Woodpecker .. 3
Eastern Phoebe

3

2

2

2

14

7

8

9

-2

11

121

31

11

14

1
24

45

1
27

131

10

4

3

63

9

58

61

11

1

1

1
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Trail Number*

1

la

Hooded Warbler
Canada Warbler
Am. Redstart

3

House Sparrow

1

2

Ea. Meadowlark

3

1

Red-wing Blackbird .. 1
Common Grackle
22

33

2

2

2a

1

3

4

2

3a

4

4

2

4a

1

5

5a

1

6

6a

7

6 10 11

Summer Tanager
Cardinal
Indigo Bunting
Am. Goldfinch
Ruf-sided Towhee
Chipping Sparrow
Field Sparrow
Song Sparrow

22213

1
8

9

10

11 12 12a

14 10 10 14
2
2 2
1

2

Br-headed Cowbird . . 4 2 1

Scarlet Tanager

8

2

1237667923878

22
3
112111
9132433
11
1
45
4 11 9 12 11 12 2 6 7
6
1
73221
234
3 1 7 9 9 5 4 20 13
2
1
9 8
1
•

10

67131

•See text
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THE 1980 BALD EAGLE COUNT IN KENTUCKY
Anne L. Stamm and James Durell

The Mississippi Valley Bald Eagle Survey coordinated by Elton
Fawks, East Moline, Illinois, since 1961, was expanded in 1979 by the
National Wildlife Federation Raptor Information Center to include the
entire 48 contiguous states. This year, James Durell, assistant director,
Kentucky Division of Game Management, was asked by the Raptor Center
to coordinate the count in Kentucky. Durell invited the Kentucky Orni

thological Society, which had been taking a one-day count in the state
for the past 19 years in cooperation with Fawks, to work with him in
this project. The count now is a part of a total nationwide project rather
than just the Mississippi River and its tributaries. Although a few state
biologists from the Fish and Wildlife Resources and TVA personnel had
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assisted the KOS in previous counts, it was felt by the Raptor Center
that a state agency specialist could schedule the eagle count in con
junction with the USFWS Waterfowl Censuses and thereby prove more
productive and also less expensive. Therefore, the time of the count was
set to cover a 19-day period from January 2-20, with the target date in

Kentucky as January 5 and if the weather were inclement to go out on
January 6.

Participants in the count included biologists from the federal and

state Fish and Wildlife agencies, TVA personnel, US Corps of Engineers,
National Park Service, and members of the Kentucky Ornithological
Society.

The same general format used in conducting past counts was followed.

However, since more personnel was available we had greater coverage.
The Mississippi and Ohio Rivers from the "Bend of the River" to Boyd
County in northeastern Kentucky were covered. Also, all major bodies of
water and even the small lakes all across the state were checked for

eagles. Federal and state workers observed by plane, boat, and auto,
while KOS members worked primarily from the ground using cars, with
the exception of one plane flight along the Mississippi (Leggett).
Twelve parties checked for eagles on January 5. The day was cold
with several inches of snow on the ground, and light snow showers were

frequent during the morning hours, although visibility for the most part
was fair to good. The temperature ranged from 27 degrees to the low

thirties; ponds were frozen, but large lakes and rivers were open; roads
in some areas were icy and prevented a few parties from participating.
Three other parties checked for eagles on January 4 and three on January
6. The other 20 groups covered their respective assignments during the
period January 2 to January 20.
Although we have known that the greater number of Bald Eagles
wintering in Kentucky are found along the Ohio River downstream from
Henderson, at Ballard Waterfowl Management Area, Land Between the

Lakes, and along the Mississippi River from the Tennessee line northward,
the big surprise was the large number found at Dale Hollow Lake. Eagles
have been sighted there over the years, but not in such high numbers.
However, this may have just been a good year for the Bald Eagles since
Dr. Russell Starr, Glasgow, Kentucky, who usually covers the area by
boat and fishes there frequently, found eight on December 5, but the
sighting of 15 (10 adults, 5 immatures) there on January 11, by the Corps
of Engineers was unexpected; an additional 25 were farther down the
Lake in Tennessee.

The total number of Bald Eagles reported on the January count was
78 (42 adults, 35 immatures, 1 unclassified as to age). This count is below
that of last year when 90 were recorded. However, the winter as a whole
was mild, fewer ducks and geese were present during the winter months,
and this lack of food supply may have been a factor in the eagle population.
As usual, a few Golden Eagles were reported: nine at Ballard Waterfowl
Management Area and one at Land Between the Lakes.
Below is a table indicating both the areas covered and the locations
where Bald Eagles were found. In some instances several parties worked
the same areas but on different dates. However, apparent duplicate sight
ings were carefully screened and eliminated. Also, any counts taken other
than during the count period were disregarded.
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BALD EAGLES SIGHTED JANUARY 2-20, 1980 IN KENTUCKY
Not

Location

Adults

1

fw
kos

2

fw

Tennessee line north along the Mississippi
and Ohio Rivers to Caseyville
Ballard Waterfowl Management Area

3

tva

Land Between the Lakes - Barkley &

4

fw
kos

5

fw

Yellowbank Wildlife Area (Brecklnridge

6

kos

County) and along north of Flint Island
Louisville along the Ohio River down to West

7

kos

Point and Battletown including Doe Lake
Leavenworth, Indiana to Rome, Ind. to see

8

kos

Louisville to Westport, Oldham County,
along the Ohio River

9

fw

Louisville to Boone County (aerial flight)
Ohio River, west of Cincinnati to Markland Dain
Ohio River, upstream from Cincinnati to

Imm.

Kentucky Lakes

6

Total

13

7
10

Caseyville to Lewisport

Aged

13

17

^

23

1

1

Kentucky side of Ohio River

10

kos

11

kos
fw

12

kos

Rou^ River Dam Area. Breckinridge County

13

kos
fw

Transient Lakes, south of Bowling Green;
also Barren, Green and Nolin Lakes

Ashland

14

fw

Marion-Casey County line

15

coe

Dale Hollow Lake-Wolf River

16

fw

Cave Run Lake, Rowan County

1

1

10

15

2

2

kos
17

coe

Grayson Lake

kos
18

fws
kos

Wolf Creek Dam Area
3

rm

19

fw

Filing Creek, east Wayne County to Bumside 1

20

nps

East bank of Big South Fork of

21

kos

Laurel, Buckhom, Carr Fork, Dewey and

Cumberland River
coe

Fishtrap Lakes

fw
22

nps

Mammoth Cave National Park

42

35

78

Ten Golden Eagles were seen: nine at Ballard Waterfowl Management Area and one at
Land Between the Lakes Area.

fw

Kentucky Department of Fish & Wildlife

fws U. S. Fish & Wildlife Service
coe Corps of Engineers
nps National Park Service
kos Kentucky Ornithological Society

rm

Resident Manager Wolf Creek Dam Area
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X Where eagles sighted

o Areas covered, but no eagles observed

Mississippi and Ohio Rivers covered from the Tennessee line to Ashland, Boyd County

These annual winter counts constitute our best index to the status

of the eagle population in Kentucky. However, if it were possible to take
the counts within a one or two-day period, it would give a more accurate
figure of the eagles wintering in Kentucky.
The following is a listing of persons who participated in the 1980
counts. Their efforts represent a substantial contribution to our knowledge
of Kentucky eagles. Group leaders and individuals responsible for covering
certain areas are in italics. They are: 1) Mrs. C. K. Sumara, Mrs. James

Weatherly; Kenneth Leggett, Danny Anderson, Robert Anderson, Norman
Burke, Paul Green; Frank Dibble; 2) James Myatt; 3) Richard Lowe,
Marcus Cope, Ed Ray; 4) Ben Burnley; William E. Camhron, Dan Pooler;
A. L. Powell, the Reverend Wallace Renner; Ramon lies; 5) Vemon R.
Anderson; 6) Anne L. Siamm, Frederick W. Stamm, Donald Summerfield;
7) Lawrence D._Smith, Lene Rauth; 8) James Pasikowski, Susan Pasikowski; 9) Robert Kessler (Also #13); 10) Mr. and Mrs. Lee McNeeley; 11)
Edwin Larsen, Harold Barber; 12) Kathryn W. Clay, H. E. Clay, Jr., Doris
Garst, Kay Mudd; 13) H. E. Shadowen, Wayne Mason, Dennis Webb; Rob'
ert Kessler; 14) Cecil Gorley; 15) Jack Donaldson, Frank Huff; 16) Lewis
Korman, Virginia and Wendell Kingsolver; 17) James H. McCormick, Wil
liam C. Greene, Jr., Michael Greene; 18) Eric Plichta, Dennis Coskren, Wal
lace C. Halcomb; 19) Phillip Miller; 20) Joel Ossoff; 21) A. L. Whitt, Jr.,
Gary Ritchinson; Mark Bumam; David R. Cable; Robert M. Morton; 22)
Connie Hudson; Leon Liscomb.

Kentucky Ornithological Society, 9101 Spokane Way, Louisville, Ken
tucky 40222.

— Dept. of Fish and Wildlife, Frankfort, Kentucky 40601
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THE SPRING SEASON OF 1980
Anne L. Stamm

The spring of 1980 in Kentucky was cold and cloudy, with rainfall

below normal in March and April. Weather patterns were a dominant
factor during the spring migration. A heavy snowstorm on March 1
blanketed the entire state with a covering of snow from three to eight
inches, and the high temperature for the day was 17 degrees. The follow
ing day a low of nine degrees tied the record for the date set in 1925 at
Louisville. April was also colder than normal and only on seven days did
the temperature go above 70 degrees. Most species of birds were late in
arriving — even the blackbirds. Duck migration was late and poor.
A brief warm front moved into the state on May 2 and 3 and then cooler
weather prevailed until May 11 when winds came from the south bringing
numbers of cuckoos, vireos, warblers and the departure of winter sparrows.
The migration of birds persisted into June. The "peak" migration dates
for land birds was May 13 to 16.
Loons through Cormorants — One to five Common Loons were re

ported across the state from the following locations: Kentucky Lake near
Hamlin and at Cypress Creek, Calloway County, March 22 (JEr); Lake
Pewee, Hopkins County, April 17 (PH) and there on May 11 (JH); Dan
ville, Boyle County (one bird, well advanced in spring plumage), April 26
(FL); at Waitsboro Recreational Area (hereafter WRA) and at Fishing
Creek, Pulaski County, during the season, with the latest date, May 16
(JEl); and on Dewey Lake, Floyd County, April 13 (RB). Single Horned
Grebe were reported from varous locations, but 35 above McApline Dam,
Louisville, Jefferson County, March 15, was the highest number reported
(JEl). Pied-billed Grebe were found on farm ponds and lakes from midMarch to May 4 in small numbers in various locations. Observers may have
failed to mention the Double-crested Cormorant since only one sighting
was reported: two birds along Lake Cumberland, Brownston, Pulaski
County, March 27, with one bird wearing a band (JEl).

Heron through Geese — Few Great Blue Heron were reported, but 16
were observed at Columbus, Hickman County, April 22. (JEr). Green
Heron were late in arriving and scarce in some areas, with only 19 re
corded on May 4 on the Louisville Spring Count (BBC). Although Little
Blue Heron are to be expected in western Kentucky, the flock of 18 flying
over the Mississippi River at Columbus, Hickman County, April 22 was of
special interest (JEr). Fourteen Cattle Egrets were also noteworthy near
Columbus on April 22 (JEr); no others were reported. Two Great Egrets
were noted at Lentz's Pond, Louisville, Jefferson County on the early date
of April 6 (JR, VR). Black-crowned Night Heron were in low numbers

during the spring months; highest count reported was 33 birds on May 30
at McAlpine Dam (LR). Yellow-crowed Night Heron were scarce. Canada
Geese began migrating northward in late February, but small flocks of 80

to 100 were observed on March 10 at Fort Wright, Kenton County (EG)
and at Fern Creek, Jefferson County (LSa, DSu). On March 8 some 400
Snow Geese (25% in the white phase) were seen north of Reelfoot in
Fulton County (CP); also 500-700 late stragglers were observed flying
over Kentucky Lake at Hamlin, April 5 (JEr); one to three were re-
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ported on a small pond in east Louisville from March 31 to April 5
(Kirtchner — fide JR).

Ducks through Mergansers — Waterfowl flights were very poor this
season. Dabbling ducks were found in small numbers in most areas. Some
interesting records of Gadwall have recently come from Pulaski County,
and the flock of 28 at a small lake in Somerset, April 3, was of interest

(JEl); smaller numbers were recorded elsewhere in the state. The 50
Blue-winged Teal in the settling basins in east Louisville, April 15, was
the highest number reported (ALS). Shovelers and American Widgeon
were present in small numbers, but most had left by May. Diving ducks
were also in low numbers but they were more numerous than the puddle
ducks. Numbers of Redheads are usually small; therefore, the 72 at
Louisville on March 6 (LR) and the 34 at Danville, Boyle County, March
15 (FL) were thought noteworthy. A single Ring-necked Duck at Simpsonville, Shelby County, May 17, was a fairly late straggler (JEl). Few
Canvasback were reported. Nine Greater Scaup (7m, 2f) were identified
at Louisville on March 4 (LR). A small flock of 19 Common Goldeneye

(8m, llf) was present at Louisville, March 4 (LR). A fairly late Ruddy
Duck was seen on a small lake at Simpsonville, May 17 (JEl). The 75
Red-breasted Mergansers in the cove of Kentucky Lake near Hamlin,

April 5, were on their way northward as only one could be found two days
later (JEr).

Diurnal Raptors — Fair numbers of Turkey Vultures were seen in
northern Kentucky, with a high of 26 birds in Boone County on May 10
(LMc): the five at Fort Wright on May 4 were thought unusual there
(EG); smaller numbers were recorded in many areas of the state. Few
Sharp-shinned Hawks were reported: singles in Pulaski County, March 2
and 8 (JEl); at Fern Creek, April 23 (JHe); and at Louisville, May 4
(BBC). A Cooper's Hawk was noted all through the spring at Falls of

Rough, Grayson County (KC); one "dived" at birds at a feeder in Hamlin
on April 14 (JEr); three in the Louisville area, May 4 (BBC); and
also observed at Bowling Green, April 26 (KOS). Single Red-shouldered
Hawks were observed at a number of locations: Fishing Creek, March 9

(JEl); Louisville, May 4 (BBC); Otter Creek, Meade County, May 15
(ALS, BS) ; and Falls of Rough, May 10 (KC). However, the species re
mains at a low level. No concentrations of Broad-winged Hawks were ob

served, although singles were present from Calloway County in western
Kentucky (JEr) to Floyd County in the eastern section of the state (RB).
Only one departure date for the Rough-legged Hawk was received: one
at Danville, March 15 (FL). The species, however, was rather widely
spread during the winter. Six Bald Eagles (2 ad, 4 im.) were seen as late
as March 9 on an island in Kentucky Lake near Hamlin (JEr). Marsh
Hawks were reported from Calloway, Fulton, and Pulaski Counties,
bspreys were reported singly from March 31 to April 16 in Pulaski and
Calloway Counties (JEl, JEr, respectively). A Peregrine Falcon was
noted harassing a Red-tailed Hawk over Hays Kennedy Park, along the
Ohio River at Louisville, May 15 (AB); and one "slooped" at shorebirds in
a flooded field adjacent to the Ohio River at Grahamville, McCracken
County, May 6 (CN). Another rarity, a Merlin, was seen at Brigadoon
Farm, Glasgow, Barren County, April 20; no others were reported.
Bobwhite through Coots — Bobwhite continued to be scarce in most
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areas. Although most migrants were late, a flock of 25 Sandhill Cranes
on March 7 in Oldham County tied the 1967 early date for the Louisville
Region (ER); smaller numbers included six over Louisville on March 30
(AB); and three on May 4 at Louisville (BBC). Apparently Soras passed
unnoticed since only one was reported: one at Somerset, April 3 and 16
(JEl). A Purple Gallinule on Kentucky Lake at Hamlin, May 15 and 16
was an unusual find (JEr). No large concentrations of American Coots
were observed this season.

Shorehirds — Shorebirds migration was not spectacular, although some
interesting species were recorded from Lyon County in western Kentucky
to Franklin and Boyle Counties farther east. However, no large numbers
were reported anywhere. A few Semipalmated Plover were present at the
Frankfort Fish Hatchery during the season (DC); Killdeer were slightly
above last year in central Kentucky. Fair flights of Solitary Sandpipers
were recorded at Danville (FL). Spotted Sandpipers were thought to be in
"good numbers" from April 20 through May 11 in Burlington, Boone
County (LMc). A Lesser Yellowleg on a flooded roof-top in downtown
Louisville, March 7, was most unusual (AB). A Baird's Sandpiper, al
though rare in spring, was seen at Hay's Kennedy Park, Louisville on
May 14 (AB, AT). Dunlin are seldom recorded in spring, but a number
were seen at the transient lakes, south of Bowling Green, Warren County,
April 26; one was in spring plumage (KOS). Five Western Sandpipers
in Lyon County on May 10 were of special interest (AB, et al).
Gulls and Tems — A few interesting gull records came from Fishing
Creek Recreational Area, Pulaski County: 30 Ring-billed Gulls on April 27;
and 11 Bonaparte's Gulls, April 8 (JEl). An early Louisville record .for
the Forster's Tern was established on April 15 when one was seen at
Lentz's Pond (ALS, FS); another was present at MeAlpine Dam on April
29 (LR); and seven at Rough River State Park, Grayson County, May
10 (KC, et al). The only Caspian Terns reported were singles from Fishing
Creek (JEl) and McAlpine Dam (LR).
Cuckoos through Woodpeckers — Although the migration was late, the
Yellow-billed Cuckoo arriver earlier than in some years at Danville (PL);
numbers were up in the Louisville area. The uncommon Black-billed Cuckoo

was more obvious than in most seasons: several sightings were made
between May 5 and 10, with four birds on the latter date in Boone County
(LMc); one in Pulaski County, May 10 (JEl); one at Valley Station,
Jefferson County, May 11 (ALS, DS); and one near Hamlin, May 17
(JEr). Screech Owls were considered "more common" from April 30
through May in the Burlington area than they have been for the past
five years (LMc). A total of eight Great Horned Owls was reported on
the Louisville Spring Count compared with three last year (BBC).
Whip-poor-wills arrived later than normal: one April 1, northeast of
Hopkinsville, Christian County (PH); April 3 at Hamlin (JEr); and
April 13 at Daniel Boone National Forest (RB, RM). Good numbers of
Chuck-will's-widows were heard May 9 and 10 at Falls of Rough, Grayson
County (KC) and in Pulaski County from April 27 through May 3 (JEl);
three birds calling near Lake Morris, Christian County, May 3 (PH);
also fair numbers in the Louisville area on May 4 (BBC). Some observers
felt that Common Nighthawks were down in numbers, particularly at
Danville (FL) and at Bedford (JY); most birds arrived late, but one was
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unusually early on April 2 at Shawnee Park, Louisville (AB). A Yellowbellied Sapsucker was still present at Creason Park, Louisville, May 7 (LR).
Flycatchers through Crows — Great Crested Flycatchers were in low
numbers, particularly in the Louisville area where they showed a 29%
drop from last spring. At Danville the Acadian Flycatcher "seemed earlier
than normal," although migration as a whole was late there (FL). Three
Willow Flycatchers were ahead of schedule in the Louisville area by about
one week: three on May 4 (BBC) and May 5 (LaS). The rarely observed
Alder Flycatcher was noted on Surrey Farm, Louisville, May 24 (BPB).
The Least Flycatcher was reported from May 2 through May 15 from
Fern Creek, Otter Creek, Louisville and Fort Wright, with more than
normal numbers in the Louisville area. The Olive-sided Flycatcher was

thought to be "especially numerous" (AB), although few were reported:
one at Hamlin, May 15 (JEr) and one at Otter Creek on the same date
(ALS, BS, et al); three localities in the Louisville area (AB) and in Lyon
and Trigg Counties, May 10 (AB). All species of swallows were present
during the season. Tree Swallows were again found at Long Run State
Park, Jefferson County (ALS, FS). The 100 plus Cliff Swallows in
Livington County on May 10 seemed noteworthy (AB, AT, BL); also the
sighting of 30-(- at Green River Lake, Taylor County on May 26 was
extraordinary (JEl). Purple Martins arrived later than usual and some
observers felt that numbers were down. "Dozens" of Fish Crows were

seen at Columbus, Hickman County on April 21-22 (JEr).

Red-breasted Nuthatches through Thrushes — Red-breasted Nuthatches
were scarce everywhere in the state. House Wrens were late in arriving
and were below par at Danville (FL) and at Louisville (ALS). The
Bewick's Wren continued to be scarce but more were recorded than in

previous years: one at Madisonville, Hopkins County, April 2 (JH); two
appeared at Falls of Rough on March 2 and remained throughout the
period (KC); one at Hamlin, April 12 and May 2 (JEr); one in Christian
County on May 5 (PH); and one at Danville, May 10, which was the first
observed there in three years (FL). Carolina Wrens were still difficult
to find, although they were thought to be up "slightly" at Danville (FL)
and "scarcer" than one year ago at Madisonville (JH). Only a few ob
servers mentioned the Short-billed Marsh Wren, but the sighting of one
in Pulaski County from May 3 to 10 was of interest (JEl). Mockingbirds

were up slightly from recent lows at Danville (FL), Wt in some sections

of Louisville the species was below par (ALS). Gray Catbirds were late
in arriving and were uncommon at Danville (FL); considered common in
Boone County, May 10 (LMc); but down about 50% in the Louisville area,
when comparing the 1979 and 1980 Spring Counts. Some observers re
marked on the "spectacular" number of American Robins during May at
Bowling Green (HS); unusually large numbers were also recorded in the
Louisville area (AIS) and at Danville (FL). A partial albinistic Ameri
can Robin was reported in south Louisville (JR). Wood Thrushes were low
in number and were about a week late in arriving. Late straggling Hermit

Thrushes were recorded at Creason Park, May 13 (BM) and May 19 (AB).
Swainson Thrushes were "below normal" at Danville (FL) and at Louis

ville (ALS). Gray-cheeked Thrushes were also difficult to find. Most
observers felt that the Eastern Bluebird was increasing somewhat from

the past few years. However, the species was still below normal.
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Gnatcatchers through Starlings — A "wave" of 40 to 50 Blue Gray
Gnatcatchers was noted at Hamlin on April 8 (JEr). Golden-crowned

Kinglets were very, very scarce; none were found on the April 26 and 27
field trips at Bowling Green (KOS). Ruby-crowned Kinglets were found
in fair numbers; good flights at Danville (FL); a few were still present
in Boone County, May 31 (LMc) and at Louisville on May 4 (BBC).
Starlings were "half as numerous" as they were last year in the Bowling
Green area, where large roosts had been the past two winters (HS).
Vireos and Warblers — Two records of the Philadelphia Vireo were

of interest; one at Hamlin, April 20 (JEr) and two at Louisville, May 4

(BBC). A Bell's Vireo singing and one carrying nesting material on May
8 near Paducah in McCracken County was extraordinary (CN); and one

was heard at Louisville on May 11 (ALS). Warblers as a whole were late
in arriving and the "peak" migration period appeared to be May 13 in the
Louisville area (BM) and May 14-15 in western Kentucky (JEr). Oddly
enough, however, in northern Kentucky May 3 and 4 proved to be the
best migration dates for numbers of birds (LMc). Warblers were scarce
at Danville (FL) and seemed "less common" at Fort Wright (EG). A
Swainson's Warbler at Hematite Lake, Trigg County, May 10, was an

interesting find (AB, At, BL). Tennessee Warblers were fairly common
at Hamlin (JEr), at Burlington (LMc), and the Louisville area (BBC).
Blue-winged Warblers were counted by the "dozens" on April 13 at Hamlin

(JEr). Although the Magnolia Warbler made its appearance on April 20
at Hamlin, the "big movement" there did not come until May 14 -15 (JEr).
Large numbers of Cape May Warblers were seen at Lexington (DC).
The rare Black-throated Blue Warbler was found at Danville and Somerset;

no others were reported, but surely there were many more not reported.
The Black-throated Green Warbler was the "most heard bird in the Red

River Gorge" on April 13 (RB, RM, PA); but only one was heard there

May 25-26 (LaS). The "largest migration" of Chestnut-sided Warblers
ever encountered was observed at Hamlin, May 14-16 (JEr). Large num

bers of Bay-breasted Warblers were seen at Lexington, May 14-15 (DC)
and a big movement was also noted at Hamlin, May 14-16 (JEr). Also,
good numbers of Blackpolls were reported at Hamlin (JEr). Pine
Warblers were recorded on March 10 at Hamlin (JEr) and March 30 in

Powell County (LaS). Ovenbirds were difficult to find at Burlington
(LMc), and the migration was poor at Louisville (ALS). More Northern
Waterthrushes were encountered on the Louisville Spring Count than the
local nesting species, the Louisiana Waterthrush. One Northern Waterthrush was heard singing at Fort Wright on May 10, and was still present
two weeks later (EG). One would not expect to see a Kentucky Warbler
in downtown Louisville between Broadway and Chestnut Streets singing

in the small trees, but this happened on May 3 (AB). The bird was very
tame. Connecticut Warblers are rare, but several were reported: singles
at Creason Park, May 13 and 19 (AB), Hamlin, May 22 (JEr), Hidden
Creek Farms, Oldham County, May 25 (ALS, FS); three at Surrey Farm,
Louisville, May 19 (AB, BPB). One Mourning Warbler was reported at
Louisville, May 19 (AB, BPB); no others mentioned. A fair number of
Wilson's Warblers were seen at Lexington May 14-15 (DC). Excellent
numbers of American Redstarts were observed near Hamlin, May 14, 15

and 16 (JEr); no other large concentrations were reported.
Bobolinks through Tanagers — Fair numbers of Bobolinks were en-
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countered in Boyle, Fayette and Oldham Counties. Numbers of Eastern

Meadowlarks had increased over last year in the following areas: Bowling

Green (HS), Burlington (LMc), Falls of Rough (KG), Fort Wright (EG)
and Louisville (ALS). Although many of the Orchard Orioles arrived later
than normal, one was unusually early at Hamlin, April 9 (JEr). Good
numbers of Northern (Baltimore) Orioles were present during May at
Danville (FL) and Louisville (ALS); one was fairly early at Hamlin on
April 12 (JEr), but in the central part of the state the birds were later
than usual. Tanagers were about on schedule, with more Scarlet than
Summer in the Boone County area (LMc); the opposite was true in
Louisville (ALS).

Grosbeaks through Sparrows — Blue Grosbeaks continued to spread
eastward and were observed from April 17 through May 26 in the follow

ing Counties: Galloway (JEr), Hopkins (JH), Taylor (FL), Mercer (RM,
fide DC), and Pulaski (JEI). Cardinals were more numerous this year in
the Louisville area as compared with last year's figures. An Indigo Bunting
at Louisville on April 18 tied the early 1965 local record (HF). Several
pair of Dickcissel were on territory in Goshen meadows, Oldham County in

late May where they had not been seen for three or four years (ALS).
Large flocks of House Finches fed at a feeding station in Somerset from
March 1 through April 4; highest count was 137 on March 9; two males
were still present in the area on April 29 (JEI); also reported at Danville

(FL). Grasshopper Sparrows were "about normal" at Danville (FL); but
in some locations the population was down. The rare Bachman's Sparrow
was reported at Hamlin, April 19 (JEr) and one at Louisville, May 4
(ALS). A rather late Dark-eyed (slate-colored) Junco was seen at Louis
ville, May 4 (BBC). No Tree Sparrows were found this spring at Fort
Wright (EG). White-crowned Sparrows were more common than in previ
ous years at Fort Wright (EG), but low numbers were found in Louisville
suburbs (ALS), and last observed there on May 10. A flock of 50 White-

throated Sparrows fed along a hedgerow north of Hopkinsville on April
26-27; numbers decreased after a few days and only one was found there

on May 7 (PH); a late straggler was seen at Madisonville on May 21
(JH). Two Fox Sparrows came regularly to a feeding station at Murray,

Galloway County, from January to iMarch 30 (CP). Lincoln Sparrows

were rather numerous in the Louisville area during the first week of
May (AB).
Contributors — Pierre Allaire (PA), Alan Barron (AB), Robert Brown

(RB), kathryn Clay (KG), Dennis Coskren (DC), Jackie Elmore (JE),
Joe Tom Erwin (JEr), Helen Fisher (HF), Ed Groneman (EG), James W.
Hancock (JH), Janice Heckman (JHe), Phil Hyatt (PH), Barbara Lensing
(BL), Frederick W. Loetscher (FL), Lee McNeeley (LMc), Burt L.

Monroe, Jr. (BM), Robert Morris (RM), Charles P. Nicholson (CN), Clell
Peterson (CP), Brainard Palmer-Ball, Jr. (BPB), Lene Rauth (LR), Judy
Robertson (JR), Virginia Rommel (VR), Mrs. E. Rupard (ER), Linda
Salmon (LSa), Herbert E. Shadowen (HS), Bernice Shannon (BS),
Lawrence Smith (LaS), Anne L. Stamm (ALS), Frederick W. Stamm
(FS), Donald Summerfield (DS), Donna Penny Sumpter (DSu), Alan

Temple (AT), John Young (JY), Beckham Bird Club (BBC), Kentucky
Ornithological Society (KOS).
— 9101 Spokane Way, Louisville 40222.
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FIELD NOTES
CEDAR WAXWINGS NEST IN WESTERN KENTUCKY

On Thursday, June 19, a scout at the Four Rivers Boy Scout Reserva
tion on the western shore of Kentucky Lake at the mouth of- Jonathan
Creek, in Marshall County, discovered a nest of Cedar Waxwings (Bombycilla cedrorum). The nest was attached to an almost vertical branch about
30 feet up in a small (about 50 feet high) white oak (Quercus alba).
Climbing the tree, the boy scared four young Cedar Waxwings from their
nest, and they hopped and glided to the ground. They were quickly gathered
up and returned to the nest but not before a number of other scouts, scout
masters, and camp personnel appeared; and several people took- pictures
of the young birds.

The following day, James Weatherly of Murray, one of the scout
masters present at the finding, called me and told me of it. Saturday
morning I went to the Boy Scout Reservation and was shown the tree and
the nest. I observed adult Cedar Waxwings several times, both perching
and flying, but no sign of the young or any feeding activity. The tree in
which the nest was built was, however, on a narrow point of land not
more than 150 yards from the shore on two sides. There were swimming
and boating facilities on both sides of the point, and the constant traffic
would have moved the young away from the area or kept them hid in
the tall grass and brush. It is clear, however, that a pair of Cedar Wax
wings did produce a normal brood of apparently healthy young much
further west than any previously reported nesting of this species.
— CLELL T. PETERSON, 901 S. 18th Street., Murray, Kentucky 42071.

FIRST SIGHTING OF THE GROOVE-BILLED ANI IN KENTUCKY

On October 30, 1979, at 1:00 p.m. I was burning trash in my back
yard nine miles east of Murray, Kentucky in the Blood River portion of
Kentucky Lake in Galloway County and heard an unrecognizable bird call.
I looked up to see what appeared to be a large Common Grackle (Quiscalus
quiscula) in a slow undulating woodpecker-type flight. It finally lit in
a tree approximately 30 yards from me. I noticed the largeness of the bird
and the extremely long tail and a call that was different from that of
the grackle.
I ran into the house to get my binoculars and when I returned I
could not find the bird. It finally appeared out of some knee-high grass
chasing a grasshopper. The bird caught the grasshopper and proceeded to
eat it. At a distance of about 30 yards the first thing I noticed with my
binoculars was the large parrot-like bill. I then went back to the house
and returned with my 35mm camera equipped with an 800mm lens and
photographed the bird seven times. The accompanying photograph is the
nearest photograph I got. The weather was sunny and approximately 50®F
with a 16 mph wind out of the southwest.

The bird finally disappeared in a wooded thicket, and about an hour
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later I looked the bird up in one of my bird books. I was surprised to find
that is was an ani, a group of birds normally found in tropics north to
southern Florida and southern Texas. I first thought it to be a Smoothbilled Ani (Crotophaga ani), since grooves on the bill were not observed,
nor are they evident in the photograph. However, the bird has been identi
fied as a Groove-billed Ani (C. sulcirostris), a species ranging north to
Texas and frequently wandering to parts of northeastern North America.
Verification of the identification was made by Dr. Burt L. Monroe, Jr.,
Department of Biology, University of Louisville.

This sighting is the first known observance of the Groove-billed Ani
in Kentucky.

— WALLY BRINES, Environmental/Energy Education, Land Between
the Lakes, TVA, Golden Pond, Kentucky 42231.

I?.
BARRED OWL —HUMAN FISHERMAN INTERACTION

On the evening of April 13, 1980, at approximately 5:00 p.m., GST, a
strange behavior of a Barred Owl (Strix varia), was observed. Mr. Jess
Jennings of Louisville was fishing with a top water artificial fishing lure
from the shore of Rough River Reservoir, Grayson County, Kentucky. The
lure he was using was a type which splashes and gurgles as it is being
retrieved.

While fishing, Mr. Jennings observed a Barred Owl approximately 27
meters away, 3 meters above ground level on a limb. When the lure was
being retrieved, the owl was observed to become agitated and active-inplace. On six occasions, the owl made an aerial pass without coming in
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contact with the lure, passing within 8-15 centimeters of the lure as it
was being retrieved.

When Mr. Jennings caught a small largemouth bass, (Micropterus
salmoides), the owl became very agitated and obviously interested, but did
not leave its perch to dive at the hooked fish.
Concerned that the owl might actually become hooked on the lure,
Mr. Jennings ceased its use, considering the unpleasant possibility of being
faced with a surprised and possibly injured bird of prey.
It is believed that this is the first recorded instance of the inter

ference, by an owl, of human sport fishing activities.

It is quite likely this Barred Owl considered the lure as possible prey.
Several aquatic organism are prey of this owl, including fish, frogs, snakes
and mice, which occasionally are seen to swim (Errington, Paul L. 1932.
Food Habits of Southern Wisconsin Raptors. Part I. Owls. Condor 34(4):
176-186). Therefore, the behavior of this owl, while surprising to the ob
server, is explainable.
I thank Dr. Burt L. Monroe, Jr., for his review of this manuscript.
— BOB BROWN, Dept. of Biology, University of Louisville, Louisville,
Kentucky, 40292.

GREAT HORNED OWL OBSERVATION IN BULLITT COUNTY

On April 5, 1980 I discovered two young birds in a nest high on the
hillside behind our house. The hill is located in Bullitt County although

our house is in Jefferson County. The tree where the nest is located is
at least 1,500 feet away. The same tree and nest site had been occupied
by a pair of hawks several years ago. The foliage was off the trees, and
the telescope revealed that there were two young in the nest. On April. 8
they were flapping their wings at dusk, and I thought they would leave
the nest. On April 9 at 6:45 a.m. I saw the adult Great Horned Owl (Bubo
virginianus) at the nest feeding with the young. The ear tufts and white
throat were obvious and the bird was dark colored.
Later I walked back to the nest site. It is a red oak tree on the side

of a steep hill, and the nest is located about 55 feet up in the tree. Most

of the trees in the immediate area are maples and oaks. I observed the
birds every day through April 23. They became more active and moved
about in the tree; one flew about 20 to 30 feet up from one limb to an
other. That was the last day I saw them. The adult was seen at the nest
a total of three times, twice early in the morning and once about 11:45
a.m. on a cold rainy day.
— PATRICIA STBILBERG, 5320 Pendleton Rd., Valley Station, Ky. 40272.
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NEWS AND VIEWS
K.O.S. FALL MEETING

A large turnout is anticipated for our fall meeting at Natural Bridge
State Park-September 26-28. An interesting program is being planned, and
we hope to spend many hours birding in the Park and in the nearby Red
River Gorge.
..NEST RECORD CARDS

Those who have completed nest records are encouraged to bring them
to the fall meeting or to mail them to Mrs. Anne Stamm at your earliest
convenience.

